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Abstract 
Urban development around the world is moving towards the sustainability of green cities, green buildings and green 
landscape. Countries worldwide are working together to advocate developing sustainable cities fit for human 
existence. As a protection measure for returning the city into its original style, protective urban restoration aims at 
offering visual design languages and formal design intentions for expressing the history and culture of the city. 
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1. Overview of urban development 
Due to the rapid pace of urbanization, natural ecosystems are increasingly replaced by cities. [1] Many 
countries have already enacted strategies to promote urban sustainable development. [2] International 
urban development trends towards the sustainability of green cities, green building and green landscape. 
Countries across the world are working together to advocate building sustainable cities appropriate for 
human existence. Sustainable cities are being implemented according to local development strategies in 
different countries and regions with a myriad of ecological environments, historical and cultural heritages, 
natural resources and unique cultural backgrounds. Urban Development attempts to balance economic 
growth, ecological construction, environmental protection, and social progress, and the difficulty of this 
challenge has made it a major focus of current research around the world. [3]  
2. Western urban developments 
The concept of sustainable development was formulated in response to a growing awareness that there 
are several important relationships between processes such as social and economic development, global, 
regional and local environmental problems, increase in population and urban built-up area. [4] The 
preservation and inheritance of historic architecture in European countries with ancient civilizations, such 
as Germany, Britain, France, Italy, Spain and Portugal, represents a historic pattern for protecting urban 
culture worldwide as well as an excellence model for developing sustainable cities. Cities are complex 
systems affected by diverse social, economic and environmental factors, with many conflicts and 
interactions among these factors. [5] It also plays an irreplaceable role for the cultural and historical 
positioning of and ultimate goal of contemporary urban development. Nevertheless, protecting urban 
historical landscape and revivifying urban history, culture and glory is proposed as practical measures and 
eternal strategies for creating contemporary sustainable urban. It explores unfading urban fabrics with the 
goal of finding out the motivations and dynamics behind original urban designs so as to improve modern 
urban development. Rejuvenating urban historical originality represents the design concepts and 
engineering trends of today’s urban development. Displaying urban historical style is a major proof that 
internationalized cities are transforming into sustainable green cities with ecological landscape. As a 
protective measure put forward for returning the city into its original style, protective urban restoration 
seeks to offer visual design languages and formal design intentions for expressing urban histories and 
cultures.  
 
Nevertheless, European urban development from the 1960s to the present, especially the development 
of small- and medium-sized cities, provides no guidance for the perfect urban positioning and historical 
urban image shaping across Europe. In detail, architectures made during that time cannot be differentiated 
by forms and styles since they resemble and duplicate each other. The urban style has neither distinctive 
characteristics of the time nor the historical character of the city. Although urban architecture embodies 
the history and culture of the city, urban architecture in Europe from 1970s to the present fails to affect 
positively the reshaping of European urban images. Specifically, European cities with long-standing 
histories display no inheritance and breakthrough in their modern expansion, and do not sufficiently 
absorb, purify, syncretize and innovate the outstanding cultural symbols of historical architecture and 
urban landscape, thus failing to make the most of their inheritable, eternal, original, evolving, social and 
national cultures during the aesthetic vicissitude of urban design. This brings about a serious impact on 
the sustainable development of European cities. The main reasons behind this phenomenon are multiple, 
e.g. lack of investment in urban architecture, dilution of concepts of urban design, increasing 
diversification of urban styles, alienation of ethics of urban positioning, discontinuity in urban cultural 
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contexts, constraints of urban regulations, and ineffectiveness of design languages. These factors result in 
that European urban development stalls in a tempo-spatial compartment absent of histories and cultures, 
and cannot transcend it for a prolonged time. This damages the building of civilized cities featuring 
original styles and holds inextricable responsibilities for future urban forms. This urban pattern poses a 
fundamental challenge to sustainable urban development in Europe. To break through the predicament of 
characterless urban forms: 80% of the shoddy urban architecture built after 1960 should be renovated and 
rebuilt with audacity; old architecture should be restored as or returned to their original styles; and 
modern landmark streets and blocks should also be reshaped.  
 
As for the cities in the countries impacted by colonial culture, such as Switzerland, Sweden and 
Finland, urban development and formation has proceeded orderly along ancient Roman history during the 
classical time, and is moving towards sustainability. An important feature of these cities is that the urban 
architecture of classical styles with a colonial culture context becomes the landmarks of the cities. As for 
these countries, their urban image design inherits the cultural connotations of their historic architecture 
during their urban development at different times, and thus their unban images at different times are 
expressed in corresponding formal languages. The formation and development of their urban culture can 
be relived at certain part of the city. Thus, one can unconsciously feel the connecting points of the 
continuum of the urban culture. These countries differ from Germany, Britain, France and Italy where 
urban styles are polarized. 
 
Another feature of these cities is “City in Landscape and Landscape in City” because their urban styles 
and green landscape agree, combine, mix, complement, and reconcile with though sometimes displease 
each other. They take advantage of natural landscape elements via ingeniously arranging hard landscape 
and natural landscape. Specifically, when the classical style disagrees with the modern urban style, 
natural landscape elements, such as mountains, hills, rivers and vegetation, are designed to function as a 
harmonious transition between the two styles, thus eliminating the discordance between urban forms and 
urban connotations. In addition, other factors, such as climate, season, environment and overall factors of 
urban characteristics and social systems also play a key role in sustainable urban development.  
 
As for the cities in Australia, Canada and the United States, their formation has no classical histories 
and cultures to reference, and do not draw upon the success experience of modern urban civilizations. 
They are developed and shaped in a new, creative, diverse and sometimes unrestrained manner with 
precise style positioning due to their short histories and simple overall factors. Thus, the speed and quality 
of their growth equates that of an international metropolis. This provides a reliable design pattern and 
formal reference for developing countries to reshape their modern sustainable cities.  
3. Analysis of urban development in developing countries 
Urban development in developing countries is meeting unprecedented opportunities. Developing 
countries have formulated urban development goals appropriate for their national conditions under the 
guidance of local historical and cultural backgrounds, geographical characteristics and social systems. 
Nevertheless, their introducing urban development theories from and continuous copying urban models 
from developed countries have caused the demise of local urban histories, urban amnesia of ancient styles, 
vicissitude or even discontinuity of local urban cultures, increasing alienation of local urban ethics, as 
well as local streets and blocks’ losing of their historical and cultural originality. Therefore, when they are 
copying advanced urban models from developed countries, they should redesign these models on the 
basis of their own histories and cultures via selecting, abstracting and refining their historical and cultural 
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elements, as well as via integrating these elements into the models so as to design and build sustainable 
cities with local characteristics. Only in this way can urban development zones be reshaped, dilapidating 
urban areas be rejuvenated and urban areas suffering from amnesia and ignorance be awakened and 
reactivated, thus promoting sustainable cities in a benign circle.  
4. Conclusion 
In short, there are both similarities and differences for eastern and western countries in the process of 
sustainable urban development. Hence, the established evaluation system can only be used as relative 
criteria. Some basic conclusions could be drawn after a post-evaluation analysis for cities in developed, 
developing and the least developed countries: 
In developed countries, they have generally established systematic regulations to protect ancient 
architectures and urban landscapes, for the purpose of sustainable development. They have also gained a 
set of successful experiences in this regards. However, there are sometimes elements missing in the 
architectural ages, forms and urban images in the development processes, and thus raising some urgent 
problems in this area for the future. It is likely that renascence of modern styles and innovative concepts 
in city images would play an important role in the process of their sustainable urban development. 
In developing countries, there is a huge variation in the culture, geography, history and religions. 
There have been some corresponding measures established in the choice, retention and protection for the 
historical style of a city. However, such activities have not become systematic yet, resulting in the 
inconsistency between the ancient image of the city and its historical cultural heritages. Meanwhile, some 
cities also try to copy the landscapes and developing mode of cities from developed countries, which 
leads to the confusion of their ultimate goal and self-positioning in the process of sustainable urban 
development. 
In the least developed countries, they are still undergoing a period for basic infrastructure 
constructions. Consequently, the style of ancient architectures and the overall historical city images can 
be well-preserved as landmarks in the heart of a modern city. Especially for those representing the 
national identities, such as religious architectures, political centers, royal palaces, and historical/cultural 
sites, etc. The modern urban architecture is still at the stage of planning for locally sustainable 
development of future cities 
In summary, we can conduct substantive studies by post-evaluation analysis for sustainable urban 
development through reviewing the current status of urban development around the world, and also by 
analyzing various complex factors that lead to the formation of the cities.  
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